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WHEREAS, smoking is responsible for one in five U.S. deaths annually1;
WHEREAS, tobacco use is the leading preventable cause of death in the U.S2;
WHEREAS, tobacco, along with alcohol, is a gateway drug for youth and teens3;

WHEREAS, more than 3 million youth and teens have used tobacco and smokeless tobacco use is on the rise4;
WHEREAS, post master settlement agreement tobacco advertising still occurs in magazines with “high youth
readership and continues to flood convenience stores with its advertising and promotions,” and 75% of adolescents
shop in these stores at least one time per weekb5;

WHEREAS, children and youth are subjected to and influenced by tobacco companies “marketing techniques and
exploitative appeals” which portray tobacco use as socially acceptable and a desirable adult lifestyle6;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the American School Health Association supports efforts to limit the
availability of tobacco products to individuals younger than age 18 through increased taxation of tobacco products
and monitoring of over-the-counter sales of tobacco products, and total ban of tobacco product advertising and
marketing to protect the present and future health of children and youth.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the American School Health Association recommends that schools support
community efforts to restrict distribution and promotion of tobacco products.
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