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Hepatitis B Awareness and Immunization

WHEREAS, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
recommend all infants be immunized for HepB at birth, 2 months and 6 months;1

WHEREAS, each year, 100,000 Americans contract HepB, a very contagious disease;

WHEREAS, the highest rate of disease occurs in 20-49 year olds;3

WHEREAS, the AAP and the ACIP recommend HepB vaccination for all adolescents and in
addition, the American College Health Association (ACHA) recommends the same for all
college students;4,5

WHEREAS, HepB is spread through sexual transmission, direct contact with blood or other
body fluids, although many of those infected have no know risks factors;

WHEREAS, more than 1 million people in the U.S. are chronic carriers of HepB virus, and less
than 30% of those infected show no signs of infection and therefore may pass it on to others
unknowingly;6

WHEREAS, HepB and resulting complications such as cirrhosis of the liver, cause the deaths of
more than 5,000 Americans each year-an average of 14 people per day:2

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the ASHA:
1) recommends all youth be vaccinated against HepB: 
2) school nurses and staff in high risk positions be vaccinated against HepB;
3) urges school health professionals to initiate HepB prevention programs to educate

students and their parents about HepB and its prevention.
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