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Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Other Drug (ATOD) Education 

 
 

 
 
WHEREAS, in the United States alcohol, tobacco, and other drug abuse cause more 

deaths, illnesses, and disabilities than any other preventable causei

WHEREAS, by the eighth grade, approximately four of 10 youth have tried alcohol; 
nearly three of 10 have tried cigarettes, and nearly two of 10 have tried marijuana

; 

ii

WHEREAS, substance abuse-related problem behaviors stress school resources and 
increase expenditures for security personnel and equipment, repairs and replacements resulting 
from vandalism, property and liability insurance, and student health services

; 

iii

WHEREAS, a nationwide health promotion and disease prevention agenda includes 25 
objectives contributing to the goal of reducing alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use among 
youth

 

iv

WHEREAS, national and federal health agencies have made recommendations for 
improving school-based instruction to prevent alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use among 
youth

;  

v-vi

WHEREAS, school and community evidence based, interventions that delay the onset 
and use of ATOD’s are available for implementation.

; 

vii, viii, ix

 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the American School Health Association calls on 
all pre-kindergarten through grade 12 schools to: 

1) Provide ATOD prevention education within the confines of a comprehensive health 
education curriculum that is consistent with the National Health Education Standards   

2)   Implement and evaluate evidence based primary, secondary and tertiary ATOD use 
prevention strategies within a Coordinated School Health approach. 

3) Provide program-specific training for school staff that is responsible for implementing 
ATOD use prevention education for the student body.  
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